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In re Patent Application of: 
Toshiaki Kawakami 

Application No.: 09/901,359 Confirmation No.: 5346 

Filed: July 9, 2001 Art Unit: 3751 

For: SEAT SUPPORTING TABLE FOR A Examiner: Charles R. Eloshway 

BARBER OR BEAUTYCHAIR AND HAIR 
WASHER WITH THE SEAT SUPPORTING 
TABLE 



REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. S 1.322 



Certificate of Corrections Branch 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Please see remarks which begin on page 2. 



Application No. 09/901 ,359 Docket No.: 967_012 

Request dated October 1 1 , 2007 

Request for Certificate of Correction Under 37 CFR §1 .322 

REMARKS 

Receipt of the above-identified patent is hereby acknowledged. The present 
patent has been subject to an application for re-issue (re-issue application no. 
10/922,266). However, the noted re-issue application has not been granted. Until a re- 
issue application is granted, the original patent shall remain in effect. See MPEP 
§1416, 37 CFR § 1.178 

In checking the original patent against our file, however, (1) one minor error 
was noted. One cited reference was omitted. This reference was cited in a conforming 
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed May 24, 2002 prior to payment of the Issue 
Fee paid June 11, 2002. 

The present Request for Certificate of Correction is a re-file of the Certificate of 
Correction Request dated October 1 1 , 2002 ("the first Request"). The first Request was 
denied for the reason that the May 24, 2002 IDS allegedly lacked a required 
communication by the applicant under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) and did not include a 
required fee. 

On further review of the prosecution history, the applicant has noted that the 
IDS filed May 24, 2002 fully complied with applicable provisions of the Manual of Patent 
Examining Procedure (MPEP) in effect at the time the May 24, 2002 IDS was filed, and 
by mistake of the Office, was not indicated to be considered by the Office. 

Under the MPEP & h , Revision 1, in effect at the time of filing of the May 24, 
2002 IDS, a copy of a dated communication from a foreign patent office could be 
submitted in lieu of the referenced required communication by the applicant under 37 
C.F.R. §1.97(e): 

If an IDS includes a copy of a dated communication from a 
foreign patent office which clearly shows that the statement is 
being submitted within 3 months of the date of the communication, 
the copy will be accepted as the required communication. It will be 
assumed, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, that the 
communication was for a counterpart foreign application. 
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In the alternative, a statement can be made if no item of 
information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the 
knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, neither was it known to any individual having a duty to disclose 
more than 3 months prior to the filing of the statement. (Emphasis 
added) MPEP 609, fir, Rev. 1, August 2001 



Regarding the requirement for a dated communication from a foreign patent 



office, a communication from a foreign patent office clearly dated Marz (March) 26, 
2002 and received April 12, 2002 was appended to the DE 35 22 1 10 A1 reference with 
the May 24, 2002 IDS filing. The Office's attention is directed to the entry identified by 
"06-11-2002 FOR Foreign Reference " in the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) database (the PAIR Headings are attached as Exhibit A and a printout of the 
noted submission as it is presented in the official file wrapper is attached as Exhibit B). 

Regarding the requirement for a fee, the May 24, 2002 IDS included the 
statement: "The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to deposit account no. 



Further to the above, while applicants were (erroneously) informed of an 
alleged deficiency in the May 24, 2002 IDS after issuance, applicant received no notice 
respecting any deficiency of the May 24, 2002 IDS during the pendency of the 
application. Under MPEP §609, in effect at the time of the May 24, 2002 IDS, an 
Examiner's duty with respect to IDSs was as follows: 



If an item of information in an IDS fails to comply with all the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98, that item of information 
in the IDS will not be considered and a line should be drawn through 
the citation to show that it has not been considered. However, other 
items of information that do comply with all the requirements of 37 CFR 
1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 will be considered by the examiner. (Emphasis 
added) MPEP & h , Rev. 1, August 2001 

Applicant did not receive any returned paper having a line drawn through the 
DE 35 22 1 10 A1 citation between the time the May 24, 2002 IDS was filed, and the 



50-0289." 
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Request for Certificate of Correction Under 37 CFR §1 .322 

time, almost three full months thereafter, that the patent issued (the patent issued on 
August 20, 2002). The lack of notice by the Office during the pendency of the 
application indicated that the Office correctly regarded the May 24, 2002 IDS to be in 
compliance with applicable provisions of the MPEP in effect at the time the May 24, 
2002 IDS was filed. 



In view of the above, the May 24, 2002 IDS complied with applicable provisions 
of the MPEP in effect at the time of the filing of the May 24, 2002 IDS. 

It is, therefore, requested that a Certificate of Correction be issued as per the 
attached form PTO/SB/44 submitted herewith in duplicate. By grant of the present 
Request the Office will confirm that the DE 35 22 1 10 A1 reference submitted with the 
May 24, 2002 IDS has been considered. 

If it is determined that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of 
this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number 
given below. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, 
please charge our Deposit Account No. 50-0289, under Order No. 967^012 from which 
the undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: October 11, 2007 



GSB/sIp 



Respectfully submitted, 

By s fe^u^ 

George S. Blasiak 
Registration No.: 37,283 

MARJAMA MULDOON BLASIAK & SULLIVAN LLP 
250 South Clinton Street 
Suite 300 

Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 425-9000 
Customer No. 20874 
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PATENT NO. 
APPLICATION NO. 
ISSUE DATE 
INVENTOR(S) 



6,434,763 
09/901,359 
August 20, 2002 
Toshiaki Kawakami 



It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said 
Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

FACE OF THE PATENT 

(56) References Cited 

U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

After the last Cited Reference "6,230,345 B1 * 5/2001 Borrero et al." Please insert 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

DE 3522110 A1 6/1985 



Transmittal 



I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as 
Express Mail, No. EM154107250US, on the date shown ( 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Dated: October 11. 2007 



Signature: 




;hed or enclosed) is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for 



. (Susan Pagano) 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use customer number below): 
George S. Btasiak 

MARJAMA MULDOON BLASIAK & SULLIVAN LLP 
250 South Clinton Street 
Suite 300 

Syracuse, New York 1 3202 
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Zur Auflerung wlrd eine • Frist von 

■ • * • 

4 Monat(en) | 
g«wihrt die mrtderZustellung beglnnt ' 



j Anlagen:,Abl. von 1 Entgegenhaltung2-fach 
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io^Anmwer ^ M5g,fchkoit der ^brauchsmustorabrweigung 

i****^^ olngarai^en Patentenrneldung Kann «*» 

• n Aaspruch nahmen. Dies* Abzwe/gung ^ IK^^?" Anmaldai* fWharen PatwSanmeldimg 

In dem dfe Patentartrneidung dt^ rJh^f^r^!^!!^ *^2S A°&uT von 2 Monaten nach dem Enda dee Monats mfaUeh 
■Bnsprucftsvortoren abgaachloien X .taRKSrsJ^^ Aae*nahmaft,alon J2fi? U 2 

fruchttoa veratrichan tet Aiefuhrtlche Jnforniationa^ die F ns t fdr dte Beachwerde gagendaft ErtaifungabascWuss 

PatGfmntcrmationazQntren erhaitjlch ^ cn3musierftnrna,dar «S 6181),, weJchea kostenioa beim Patent und Markenamt und 



AnnahmesteJIe und 
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r an ever bund (MW): 
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• I. ' j- 

-*n Ve^e,, 4 ve raeh e„M ^ h RIchtung e^r SH^S^ 
r T 8efeStf9U «^»»«- *Mm, „es rtii*. Oder ' 

Ans pnJ ch , fe, daher mangete Neuhelt se.nes Qegensiandes nieh, gewSh^ 
' Aus der Entgegenhatang , 1st auch bereits eine Haa-was*^ betann, mit . 

ST T r raj waschenden pereon ~ n * **« ***** 2 

. *«-. M Endeam Be^bschnW 2 befesSg, .^feJ^T 

: rra^ 

;° n ^^^r S1 Uau«age^ • 

•ir" 8 ^ Fns a, IT * 

3 naCh ^ ° der hWe " *— und * Ve^chiebete, 4 ,* einem 

STdT" ^ Sam,!,e,,e """^ ^ ^"^"^ Anspruchs 4 
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Die Unteransprtcte kSnnen sehon aus fbrmaten Griinden nlchtvertXeilin. da die 
An S p™ch,,aufdie. sl e i fOckbe»gensind. I ,lchtsewahrt)arsind i i 

I dadlese terete zeigt . °"™? n ' 

• ♦ 

! a) dass das Verschiebeteii in eine gewunschte- Position entlang einer > 
! FuhnjngsschieneS.6 zur FGhrung eines Schlittens des Verschiebeteils 

verschoben wird und eine Verschiebekrafeteuereinrichtung 7 zur Steuerungder 

: b) .^'Be^^ 

! 3 als e,n Vorsprung 1 ausgestalfet ist der mit elnern Eingrtffsabschn^ an einer 
ruckwartigen Flache des Frisor- oderKosmetikstuh.es 3 in Eingriff geiangt (vgl. 

,c) dass der Verschiebeteii in eine gewunschte Position entlang einer * 
FGhrungsschiene 5,6 zur Fiihrung efnes Schlittens des Verschiebeteils 

j verschoben wird und eine Ver^iebekraffcaeue^^ ' 
zum Verser.ieben.des Verschiebeteils benotigten Verschiebekraft umkst (vgl 



d) ^erBefestigu^^ 

3 ais em Vorsprung 1 ausgestattet ist der mit einem an einer ruckwarfeen Flache 
desF ^oderKosme^^ . 
geiangt (vgl. Fig.):. . . j 

i 

iii. ; 

d^ d T 9 !. be " eh SaCh,a9S ^ P ^ nt ^^ei ft werden.AufdJamAnfang 
d.eses Besche.desvorgedruckteAuflagewlrdbesondershihgewiesen : j 
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Clairps 

1.) A seating surface support/characterized in that the rear guide^ays for the seat rollers 
are Inclined at an oblique angle downwards and the front guideway^ for the seat rollers 
inclined at an oblique angle upwards in a forward direction. 



are 



2. ) A seating surface support according to claim 1, characterized in jthat the front gujdeway 
is horizontal i 

i 
i 

3. ) A seating surface support according to claims 1 and 2. characterized In that the seating 
surface support has three guideways (three-point support). ! 

i 

4): a seating surface support according to claims 1, 2 and 3, characterized In that the seat- • 
ing surface support is made of steel tubes. 

i 

. | • 

5. ) A seating surface support according to claims 1, 2, 3 and 4, chafactertzed in that the 
seating surface support Is made of aluminium. j 

. i 

I 

i 

6. ) A seating surface support according to claims 1. 2. 3. 4 and 5. characterized in that the 
seating surface support consists of a U-proflle. I 



4. 
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.Description 
General Aspects 

I 

Due to the fact that human beings are not equally tall, the height bejtween the seating sur- 
face and the washbasin must be adjustable. The difference in heigrit is obtained by tilting, 
displacing or vertically adjusting the washbasin. The same aim is achieved by displacing the 
seating surface in a horizontal or circular-arc position or by displacing it simultaneously for- 
wards and downwards. Another possibility Is a vertical adjustment dV the seating surface. By 
means of the displacement, the upper part of the body is moved from a vertical to an in- 
clined position. This has the effect that the distance between the setting surface and the 
washbasin becomes larger. : 



Drawbacks I 

j 

Drawbacks of vertical adjustment are movable hoses and the necessity of a higher operat- 
ing accuracy (guidance). In the case of tHtable- washbasins, the haJrj cannot be treated suffi- 
ciently at the lower position. Hafrwash seats having a displacaable seating surface and 4 
sliding points all have a sliding guideway. Due to the fact that the giiideway support is fixed 
to the floor, which Is never even, stresses are generated. The guideway support must 
therefore be stable so as to absorb the stresses. When the seating Lurface is displaced to 
the front and at an oblique angle downwards, the position of the legjs of tall persons 
changes in a disadvantageous manner. The thigh no longer rests oh the seating surface. 



Solution of the task and description of the hairwash seat 

i 

i 

Solution: I 



Due to the use of a three-pofnt and roller-type guidance, a Ilght-wefcht construction can be 
employed. The seating surface will not tilt - not even in the case of 



guld eways for the s eati ng surface a re inclined d ownwards at the rea r, and at the front they 



are horizontal or inclined upwards. When the seating surface is bel/ig displaced, the rear 



uneven floors. The 
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edge moves downwards and the front edge upwards. Due to this movement, the thigh 
height is increased and the person on the seat will sit more comfortably. The various angu- 
lar positions of the guideways - downwards at the rear and horizontlal or upwards at the 
front - compensate the pressure caused by the body weight so that! only a weak helical 
tension spring will be required for weight compensation. 



Description: 

The hairwash seat comprises a seating surface support (1) and a wjashbasin support (2) 



surface (3). which has 



The two components are connected by means of screws. A seating : 
rollers (4) secured thereto, moves dlsplaceably on the seating surface support. When ad- 
vanced on the guide bar (5), these rollers move the rear seating surface downwards, and, 
when advanced on the guide support (6). they move the front seating surface upwards or in 
a horizontal direction, a helical tension spring (7) draws the seatingjsurface back to its 
starting position. ' 



Abstract 



Hairwash seat for hairdressers 



The hairwash seat serve to wash a person's hair; By displacing the seating surface for- 
wards and downwards, me distance between the washbasin and thje seating surface will be 
enlarged. Hence, this seat can be used for washing the hair of pensions of different heights. 



